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I. Welcome!

Welcome back to the 2012-13 academic year! I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you to my classroom as we all prepare to make HISTORY as the inaugural class at Thomas Nelson High School. I am looking forward to working with each of you in reaching his or her full potential. We will have many diverse learning experiences and opportunities during the course of the semester that will help you grow as both a scholar who is preparing for future success at college or career and as a productive and responsible citizen who will make great contributions to our local and global communities. 
II. Essential Questions
· How is our understanding of American culture and society constructed through and by language?

· What are enduring questions and conflicts that American writers (and their cultures) grappled with hundreds of years ago and are still relevant today?

· How do language and the forms in which it is delivered in American literature shape our view of our country, the world and ourselves?

· In a culture where we are bombarded with other people trying to define us, how do we make decisions for ourselves to attain the American dream?
· What is the American Dream and to what extent is it achievable for all Americans? 

III. Course Goals 
English III is a study in American Literature from its mythical foundation to its present zeal and develop an awareness of America’s heritage and will connect literature with own experiences, the world around them and with other readings. Students will examine how society’s beliefs are reflected throughout the literature during specific eras. While examining an array of literature, the class will analyze text, formulate opinions, and create thoughtful supported responses to the readings which may include, but are not limited to literary analysis, research papers, personal essays, and/or poetry explications. We will also examine social issues of the past and compare them with the present in order to experience American literature to its fullest extent. In addition, students will enhance their vocabulary through comprehensive understanding of base prefixes, suffixes and root words. 
A primary goal is to increase student awareness of the importance and significance of preparation for improving their ACT college entrance exam score. The students will become more confident of their ability of work with various concepts and relationships of two areas tested by the ACT: English and Reading) with an emphasis on the reading skills to increase fluency. Students will learn how to think systematically and use the precise logic required for solving typical problems found on the ACT exam. Active involvement in and successful completion of the course should lead the student to greater confidence and higher scores on the ACT exam. Higher ACT scores can make a difference in acceptance into college and availability of scholarship funds.

.
GOALS AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT:

READING:

Goal 1: Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process.

Goal 2: Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction,poetry, and 

drama from American literature.

Goal 3: Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as 

biographies, newspapers, technical manuals) from a variety of cultures and times.

WRITING:

Goal 1: Apply a writing process in composing text.

Goal 2: Compose well-developed text.

Goal 3: Write effectively in various forms and types of writing.

LISTENING AND SPEAKING:

Goal 1: Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies.

Goal 2: Develop and apply effective speaking skills and strategies for various audiences and

purposes.

INFORMATION LITERACY:

Goal 1: Develop and apply effective research process skills to gather, analyze, and evaluate information.

Goal 2: Develop and apply effective skills and strategies to analyze and evaluate oral and visual media.
IV. Classroom Routines and Procedures
· Students are expected to adhere to all the expectations for learning, discipline, communication and responsibility outlined in the Thomas Nelson High School LEADER Handbook . This is a comprehensive statement that encompasses and addresses issues of tardiness, behavior expectations and other classroom expectations.
· Students are required to be in their assigned seat working on the Scholar Start when the tardy bell sounds.
· Students are asked to bring all necessary materials with them to class including paper, writing utensils, books and homework.

· Students are expected to be engaged and have fun in addition to challenging themselves and growing academically, emotionally and socially.
· Students are expected to treat everyone with respect in their actions and their words. Keep in mind that communication is 55 percent body language, 38 percent tone, and only 7 percent actual words.
· Students are expected to contribute positively to the classroom culture. One disgruntled student can taint the atmosphere for 25 others. Do not be that negative force in the room. If you have issues with me or with the class, speak to me privately. It takes 20 encounters to change a bad first impression. Take care in the way you present yourself to your peers and to me.
· Students are expected to take responsibility for their words, actions and progress. Enjoy your successes and own your mistakes. 
· Students are expected to show academic and personal integrity by refraining from any form of cheating, plagiarism or other forms of academic. Academic dishonesty is treated seriously in the college community and will be dealt with seriously in this course and could result in a permanent zero on the assignment.

· Students are expected to limit their requests to leave the room. The 10-10 rule adopted as part of the TNHS School Culture plan will be in effect and used. Students will be limited to passes per month.
V. Required Course Materials
Supplies:
· 3 ring binder(2-3 inches)

· 2 spiral notebooks

· College ruled loose leaf notebook paper
· Writing Utensils



· Tab Dividers
· Highlighters- 3 colors(yellow, pink and blue)
· 2- two pocket folders

· Portable USB drive(4G minimum)

· “Funky Folder”

Texts:

· Kinsella Kate, et al, eds. Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2002. 

· Supplemental Texts will be provided by instructor throughout the semester.

VI. Supplementary Online Materials
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
An online version of the standard dictionary and thesaurus.

http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/
A site devoted to helping students prepare and improve ACT scores.

http://www.mla.org/style
Comprehensive guide to how to site sources for bibliography in MLA format

http://citationmachine.net/index2.php
Web site that will automatically arrange bibliographical information into correct format: MLA, APA aend Chicago style

http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/mla/online.shtml
Additional resource for MLA citation

http://www2.winthrop.edu/wcenter/handoutsandlinks/fallacies.pdf
A list of common rhetoric techniques used for persuasion and propaganda

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/what.shtml
A website that serves as a resource for how to write an academic paper.

http://mrgunnar.net/files/Glossary%20of%20Terms.pdf
Contains a list of notes on literary terms to serve as a refresher to terms used in previous English coursework
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
Numerous college and university writing labs maintain online facilities as well as physical ones. Few provide the coverage of grammar and writing topics that  Purdue's OWL has provided since 1993. The handouts (available also in printer-friendly versions) cover writing strategies and genres, research steps, punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure, parts of speech, and more. There are interactive exercises as well as rules and examples.
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/home.htm
This is a very useful site for contextualizing American literature, authors and literary periods. According to the site, it was "[f]irst published as a book (hence the site's format), this ongoing project is now available only online; it is a research and reference tool, not a term paper factory. Useful to Americans who have no or limited access to university libraries and academic databases, it is also helpful to international readers interested in American literature."

http://www.wordcounter.com
Type in a paper and the software will analyze the paper for overused and redundant word usage.
http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/bassr/heath/lit_links.html
A website that spans the works and accomplishments of the American writer

VII. Assessment and Grading Policies –
Consistent Grading Continuums – 5QW 

TNHS will be utilizing a common standards based assessment vision that includes the use of a 5QW:


District Wide Overall Grading Scale Remains Unchanged 
While the overall grading scale does not change, its reliability should not be impacted by our commitment to smaller scales. Averaging up a variety of smaller numbers should not alter the overall grading outcomes.

Scores will be placed into Infinite Campus under a 5 point sliding scale with the following values:

6 (Extended Mastery)- 110

5 (Mastery)-100

4.5- (Emerging Mastery)-90

4.0 (Approaching Mastery)-80

3.5 (Partial Approach to Mastery)-70

3.0 (No Evidence of Mastery)-60

2.5 (Incomplete Evidence of Mastery Attempt)-50

0(No Attempt at Assignment)

All assignments that measure a College and Career Readiness Standard will be eligible for revision by the student within a set time frame. Some of these assignments can be taken home and others will need to be completed with the instructor during his/her office hours either before or after school. Any student who has attempted and completed an assignment can revise/resubmit work to the teacher for partial credit so long as the work submitted is the original work of the student and is quality work that meets mastery of the standard. 

Quality Work Bonus – Going above and beyond – GL – General Like 
Offering an exceptional level of mastery for students is an option when using this scale. You may add a code GL for General like to go above level 5, which is mastery. This is used to inspire and differentiate when students take it to another level.
Sliding Scale for Resubmitting Work 

Students are expected to give their maximum effort on every assignment. As an English department, we feel that a distinction should be made between those students who try and do not have mastery of a standard and those who do not give any effort toward mastery of the standards. As a result, the following policy has been adopted.

When students resubmit work they typically would not receive full credit for their revision. Here is a standard for grading policies based on the assumptions within this core intention. This chart is to be applied only to students who scored 2.5 or better on an assignment. In addition, the resubmission days apply from the day the assignment is returned to the student. The re-submission penalty is applicable to each subsequent re- submission attempt.

	COURSE
	Re-submission Penalty
	How long do students have to re-submit: Daily Assessments
	How long do students have to re-submit: Major Assessments

	English I
	.5
	5 days
	5 days

	Pre-AP English I
	.5
	4 days
	5 days

	English II
	.5
	4 days
	5 days

	Pre-AP English II
	.5
	3 days 
	5days 

	English III
	.5
	3 days
	5 days

	AP Language and Composition
	.5
	2 days
	5 days 

	
	
	
	


*English elective teachers will determine which scale to follow and advise the class.

*See Failure to Attempt Assignment section for exception.

Failure to Attempt Assignment

Students who do not attempt to complete or fail to turn in a daily assessment or major assessment do have the opportunity to make up the assignment and provide evidence of mastery to the instructor. Because the student has not given the instructor any work on which to assess his/her mastery of the standard, the student’s grade in Infinite Campus will be entered as a  0(zero) with a statement indicating that the student did not submit any work. So that the instructor can review an assignment within a reasonable amount of time these students have one day from the date of the assignment due date in order to complete the assignment and submit it to the instructor with an automatic (.10) penalty applied. Following submission, the sliding scale about would apply. 

Effort, Participation and Class Preparation Grades

On several instances, students will be assessed on standards that require their preparation for a lesson on the following day, as part of a collaborative group effort or as an individual participating in a discussion. These activities will be scored on the same 5 QW scale, but are not available for resubmission.

Absences, Excuses and Make-up Work Unexcused Absences

(Nelson County Schools Attendance Policy Guide)

All other absences shall be considered unexcused; and no make-up work shall be allowed for unexcused absences. However, for students with unexcused absences for reasons other than suspension from school, make-up work may be permitted if the Principal (after consultation with the teacher) approves the make-up work. 

Make-up Work

Requesting and completing work missed during excused absences is the responsibility of the student/parent. Work may be made up for unexcused absences at the discretion of the teacher/Principal involved. 

If a student is excusably absent for only one (1) day, he or she may secure a make-up assignment when he or she returns to school. Parents who feel they have special circumstances may request assignments on the first day of absence. 

If a student is excusably absent for more than one (1) day and there is a desire to secure make-up assignments before the student returns to school, parents may request the assignments by calling the Principal’s office or counseling office within one (1) hour of the beginning of the school day on the day the student’s parents wish to pick up the assignments. Personnel will endeavor to have the assignment available for pick up by the end of the school day.

VIII. Communicating Grades
  All grades will be posted into Infinite Campus. It is essential that both parents and students take a proactive stance by checking the site at the end of each day. Your recorded grades will be available for your review at any convenient time. Do remember to keep all graded assignments returned to you so that any discrepancies can be easily and fairly straightened out. Except in cases of actual error, final grades are permanent. 
IX. Course Policies: 
Technology and Media (School policies will be included)
A website is currently under development that will allow students to access classroom resources such as handouts, reading materials, PowerPoint, notes, and daily agendas. 
Email: 
Either student or parent may contact the teacher via email to clarify an assignment, set up a phone or personal conference to discuss progress or request make-up work. Email will be checked daily prior to the start of the school day and during the last period of the day unless the teacher has been assigned to other duties or in meetings during that time. It is the teacher’s goal to answer all emails in a timely basis (usually within 48 hours).  Due to security and spam filters, some emails are inadvertently routed to the Junk Mail folder, particularly if sent from a Hotmail, Yahoo or Gmail account. If you have not received a response to your email within 48 hours, please call the school and ask for the teacher’s extension or try sending the email from another source. 
Laptop/Mobile Device Usage:
 The teacher takes no responsibility for the security of any device brought into the classroom. Classroom sessions are an important opportunity for you to extend your learning beyond your reading or work on assignments. Thus I consider it important that you engage with the ideas presented in class during class. Because laptops often pose a distraction for you and those around you, I ask that you do not use laptops in this class for daily use. There will be opportunities throughout the course of the year where you will be allowed to bring a laptop for use in researching or editing of writing assignments and blogging; however, these opportunities will be announced in advance. Students are encouraged to have access to an Inter-net source outside of the school(home, public library, friend) or find the time to utilize the computers in the media center before or after school to participate in literary blogging activities and access the class website(currently in progress) for reading materials, agenda and homework.
Students must respect the classroom environment and the privacy of other individuals sharing the classroom space.  In class, all cell phones and electronic devices shall be turned off. Unless specifically directed by the instructor, students shall refrain from sending email and instant messages, or taking pictures or videos during class time. 
Students may  use cellular devices prior to the start of class(prior to the start bell) or directly after class(after the dismissal bell) to take a photo of the daily assignment board on which daily goals and homework assignments are posted as a way to keep a digital assignment log.  

Following a student survey as to its viability for classroom use, it is also possible that students will be allowed to use their cellular devices with internet connections to participate in an on-line Socratic assessment.
Defining Mastery Levels 


Mastery – Student displays sophisticated awareness of the given skill. Is able to perform successfully within multiple contexts and even apply within new and unfamiliar contexts. 





Approaching Mastery - Students display a good awareness of the given skill and is able to successfully perform within straightforward contexts. May lack a sophisticated awareness and is unable to apply in new and unfamiliar contexts. 





QW – Revise – Student displays basic or confused understanding of the given skill. Fails to consistently show a straightforward understanding of the skill and lacks ability to apply in new contexts. There is an assumption here that the student CAN do the work, they just need further support and effort to meet the standard.
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